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A JUDGMENT DAY PARABLE FOR THE LATE, THE 
UNPREPARED, AND THE WEARY 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Matthew 25:1-13 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps[a] and 

went to meet the bridegroom.[b] 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For 

when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks 

of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 

slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, 

saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and 

buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and 

those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 

11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he 

answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know 

neither the day nor the hour. 

 

“As the bridegroom was delayed…” (Matthew 25:5) 

Waiting for someone who is delayed. Waiting for someone who is late. Waiting for 

someone who is way overdue. That’s the story of two fishermen. Two fishermen of 

Costa Azul, Mexico were way overdue. They had gone out to sea to fish, for shark, in 

their 26-foot fishing boat. Jose Alvarenga and Ezequiel Cordoba had cast off on the 

morning of December 21, 2012. But there were bad storms that day. Their fellow 

fishermen back at port noticed that these two men and their boat did not come 

back.  
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It got to be late, and they were not yet back. The next day there was still no sign of 

them. Jose and Ezequiel were not just late. They were way overdue. Fishermen notified 

the authorities, who then searched for the two men for two days, before fog and bad 

weather forced them to call off the search. There was no sign of the two men or their 

boat. Now, who would wait for them?   

 

Ten unmarried girls are waiting in this parable told by Jesus. These bridesmaids are 

waiting for the bridegroom to arrive so that they can go in to the wedding feast.  

But there are some unfamiliar wedding customs going on here in this parable. It’s the 

middle of the night? Who gets married in the middle of the night? And they’re waiting 

for the bridegroom to be announced? And they’re waiting for the bridegroom outside 

in the dark, so that they must have torch lights by which to see? That doesn’t sound 

like any wedding we’ve heard of. And for the door to the wedding feast to be closed 

on five of the bridesmaids, locking them out and leaving them out in the dark, well 

that sounds just plain mean.  

 

So, if you have trouble getting this parable, don’t feel like you’re alone. I don’t know if I 

really get it, either. And I don’t think we’re the only ones who don’t entirely understand 

it.  

 

Still, there is one thing in this parable we do get. The bridesmaids are waiting. Jesus told 

at least six different parables that teach us to wait for His return. He describes that 

action in this parable through ten bridesmaids waiting for a bridegroom who has been 

delayed. And the idea of waiting for someone who’s been delayed, of waiting for 

someone who’s late, or of waiting for something that is way overdue is an idea we get. 

What are you waiting for? Are you waiting for a phone call from a loved one to tell 

you that they’ve arrived safely? Are you waiting for test results from your doctor? Are 

you waiting for word on a potential job or internship?  

 

It’s hard to wait, isn’t it? It’s hard to wait without worrying and feeling anxious. You 

worry about whether it’s all going to turn out all right. 
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It’s hard to be prepared for waiting. If only you knew how long you have to wait. All of 

the bridesmaids in this parable ended up waiting longer than they expected. So, all of 

them fell asleep. Five of them weren’t prepared to wait that long. They didn’t bring 

any extra oil for their torchlights. Ever find yourself in a similar predicament? You’re at 

the doctor’s office, and you know you’re going to have to wait. But it ends up taking a 

lot longer than you thought it would, and you didn’t bring a book to read or anything 

to do. You were not prepared to wait that long. Have you ever left your umbrella at 

home because you told yourself you’ll be home before the rain comes, and then the 

game goes longer than you thought it would and you’re waiting for the end of the 

game longer than you thought you would and you find yourself getting soaked in the 

rain? You were not prepared to wait that long.  

 

Waiting is hard, isn’t it? On any given day, any one of us may discover that we are 

foolish bridesmaids. We discover that we are not prepared to wait for Jesus’ return as 

long as it is taking. It’s hard to wait. It’s hard not to become weary from doing good. 

It’s hard to keep helping the poor, to keep telling people about the Savior, to keep 

bearing one another’s burdens, to keep working for justice.  

 

We don’t always know if what we’re doing is doing any good. I don’t know about you 

but oftentimes I worry that when I’m trying to help someone I could be making matters 

worse. So, we become weary of doing good, we get burned out; we’d like to give up. 

Waiting for Jesus to return and fix everything is hard, isn’t it? Particularly when His return 

seems to us to be rather delayed, even overdue.  

 

When Jose and Ezequiel did not return from their fishing expedition after a few days 

and no trace of them could be found, no one was waiting for them anymore. When 

they didn’t return for three months, seven months, ten months, everyone had given up. 

Waiting is hard, isn’t it?  

 

But these bridesmaids who were waiting together, reminds each of us that we do not 

wait alone. Jesus waits with us, because, when it comes to the difficulty of waiting, 

Jesus gets it.  
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Jesus told this parable during His own time of waiting. He told this parable about two 

days after His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. That would put 

the telling of this parable about three days before His crucifixion. He knew what was 

coming. But He still had to wait. What was He called to do in the meantime? What did 

waiting involve? To keep on doing good. To not become weary in doing good. So, 

here He is instructing the disciples, and answering the trap questions of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees. It’s all He can do to focus on the task at hand instead of thinking 

about what’s going to happen to Him in a few days, waiting for the coming cross, 

waiting to suffer and die as our Substitute, to do for us the ultimate good. So, Jesus, 

too, knows how difficult waiting can be, and He is with us in our waiting.    

 

And as He is with us in our waiting for His return, He has placed other disciples around 

us to encourage us. Those bridesmaids could encourage each other just by being 

there together. That’s the blessing of not having to wait alone. When the Thessalonians 

were anxious about Jesus’ return, hearing disturbing rumors about it, Paul wrote 

encouraging words to them but he also instructed them to encourage one another, 1 

Thessalonians 4:18. I heard similar encouraging words from a brother in Christ when I 

was on vacation. Linda and I were in a restaurant called Aunny’s, and we got to meet 

the owner. Turned out he was a pastor too, so we both told a little about our 

respective ministries. Afterward, he said he had a Scripture for me for encouragement. 

He quoted Galatians 6:9: “Let us not become weary in doing good.” How powerful is 

that! 

 

The words, particularly the Bible verses and prayers that we share between fellow 

disciples can be a true encouragement to us as we wait for Jesus’ return. So also our 

actions. Just the simple act of waiting for each other encourages us to wait for Jesus. 

You sitting in the pew on Sunday morning waiting for your fellow disciple to arrive is 

encouraging to them. Your presence with them reminds them of Jesus’ presence, 

reminds them that they are not waiting for Jesus all by themselves. 

 

In the difficult task of waiting for Jesus, His promise to return encourages us.  
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Thirteen months after Jose Alvarenga cast off from Costa Azul, he and his boat 

washed up on Ebon Atoll in the Marshall Islands 6000 miles from Costa Azul. After some 

days of medical treatment for dehydration and other ailments, he returned home. 

Jose came back. Jesus will do even better than that. When Jose returned home, he 

did not bring back Ezequiel, because Ezequiel died after four months at sea.  

 

But when Jesus returns, He will bring back our loved ones who died in faith. ‘The dead 

in Christ will rise,” 1 Thessalonians 4:16. All of these things encourage us to keep doing 

good, to bear one another’s burdens, to proclaim the Good News and keep making 

disciples, to wait for Jesus like those who are looking forward to a wedding. 

 

Amen 

 


